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MATNAT CHAIM

Volunteers for Kidney Transplantation

Founded by Rabbi Heber z"|

A Message from Rachel Heber, Matnat Chaim Chair

_—
{f Jerusalem was destroyed only because of gratuitous
j“ hatred... and can be repaired by acts of unconditional
- love! Can there be a greater example of love than kid-

ney donation? What is a more loving act than a healthy
person who enters the operating room to give a part of
his body to a stranger?

Altruistic donation is an amazing phenomenon whose light is visible
from one end of the world to the other. People from all over want to
hear Matnat Chaim’s story, want to understand what is happening
here in this tiny country that illuminates the whole world.

"Zion shall be redeemed in judgment, and her captivity shall be re-
deemed in righteousness"

(Isaiah, 1/27)
Giving of oneself, in any form, will make the world a better place and
hasten our redemption.

Brotherly love
"We are accustomed to admire altruistic kidney donors
while looking at donation within the family as natural and
necessary act. But this is completely wrong! We, the altru-
" istic donors, had a choice. Each of us considered the idea of

donating, sometimes for years, progressing at our own
pace, until we reached the moment of donation completely

prepared. For family members, on the other hand, the clock is ticking, there
may be no time for consideration, opinion and discussions. They have to

jump right in, even if they are not altogether happy with the decision." This
is how Evelyn Hazut, coordinator of Matnat Chaim’s family division and a

donor herself, describes the special character of family donors.

Donating a kidney to a family member has great benefits, but should never
be taken for granted. The family division can step in to allay concerns and
answer questions. Evelyn emphasizes the challenges: "Altruistic donors can
decide whether to keep in touch with their recipients; the family member
has no choice. The dynamic is permanent and not always comfortable."

icial donations allow us to
our resources, recruit
ney donors and help

' patients.

>>Click here to find out more about kidney donation<<
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